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by an accurate induction, we find them theories
based on assumptions, and generalizations drawn
from weak, insufficient, obscure, or unmanagea-
ble facts, and not upon the plain facts of the
strata themselves, then geology has no higher
claims than geography or topography on the
score of science. Let us see.

Geologists are at variance among themselves
as to several matters upon which there should be
no disagreement in a " science," e.g. :

1.  Whether the world was begun as a body of
gas or as a body of fire ?

2.  Whether the days of creation spoken of in
Gen. i, were literal days or aeons ?

3.  What is the origin of limestone, rock-salt,
and other minerals ?

4.  What were the processes of formation in the
various kinds of primary rock ?

5.  How were the strata laid, and why the order
of them rather than some other?

6.  What were the causes of mountain upheavals
and the dislocations of the strata ?

7.  What time or times elapsed during the for-
mation of each and of all the strata ?

8.  What were the causes and sources of mate-
rial of the coal measures ?

9.  When did vegetable life commence, and how
long before animal life began ? etc.

Whatever diversity of opinion may exist among
geologists upon other matters, there is one upon
which, we are assured, they all agree, namely,
that the formation of the strata composing the
crust of the earth consumed an immense period,